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assemblies of the Zemstvos (the local provincial councils),
which dated from the liberal period of Emperor
"Alexander II., who evidently had in mind, when he
prescribed them, that they would form the embryo
of a future political representation of the nation. The
Zemstvos were not provided with a tribune; the
members, when addressing the house, spoke from their
respective places, facing the presiding officer instead of
their fellow members, as is the custom in the English
House of Commons. The result was that the orators
were less tempted to rely upon the effect of their elo-
quence and the debates were characterized by rather
more familiarity. If this way of doing, which had been
followed for more than half a century, had been adopted
Jn the Douma, the many members of the Zemstvos
present would perhaps have communicated to their
colleagues their own habits of prudence and moderation
in oratory. It is a matter of common knowledge that
the mere fact of speaking from a tribune incites the
orator to an excess of eloquence, which often exerts a
harmful influence upon the deliberations of a young
assembly, and I believe that I make no mistake in affirm-
ing that the use of the rostrum brought into the first
rank of the Douma of 1906 certain personalities of dema-
gogic tendencies, to the detriment of other elements
more serious and more moderate.
It is a curious fact that the Government itself was
to blame for this unfortunate result. Prior to the
opening of the Douma, a high functionary, M. Trepofi
(he who was for several weeks President of the Council
in 1917, on the eve of the fall of the monarchy), was
deputed to go the rounds of the European capitals for
the purpose of studying the working of the different
assemblies. M. Trepoff brought bacfc